
Maui Service Area Board on Mental Health and Substance Abuse (MSAB)
MEETING MINUTES- DRAFT
Meeting Information
Date: Monday, July 6, 2026
Time: 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Location: via Zoom and in person at J.W. Cameron Center, 95 Mahalani Street, Conference Room 2, Wailuku, HI 96793
Attendance
Members Present: Megan Kosaka; David Litman; Anu Getgen; Nicole Hokoana
Members Absent: None
Members Excused: None
Staff Present: Mary Akimo-Luuwai, Robin Lee, Adeline Nikaido
Guests Present: Amber Kawamura
I. Call to Order
a. Establish Quorum
Quorum established.
b. Introducing Meeting Attendees
New MSAB member, Nicole Hokoana, welcomed.
II. Review Draft Meeting Minutes for April 4, 2026
April 4, 2026, minutes approved.
Recommendation/action: D. Litman motioned to approve, A. Getgen seconded, in favor by all.
III. Community Input/Testimony
None.
IV. Old Business
a. Continuing to Recruit New Members for MSAB
M. Akimo-Luuwai will review and prepare for a better discussion on this for next meeting
b. Fiscal Year 2024 Comprehensive Service Area Plan
M. Kosaka will review and recommend action.
c. The Importance of Reducing the Stigma in Our Youth Population
Building a community where seeking help is viewed as a strength and mental health is treated with the same care as physical health. It was discussed that Ashley Tone from YouthLine be invited to a future meeting.
CAMHD efforts include youth sign waving in April; 6-10 culturally sensitive and multi-language events each year, offering free therapy and giving out information, presentations on services they provide and resources.
Expanded Crisis Support was added in April/May intended for youth in crisis of any kind - referred to by DOE or outreach.
d. Continue Discussion on Seeking New MSAB Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson
Determination regarding new Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson. Discussion, David Litman unable although willing to; Anu Getgen still feels new and Nicole Hokoana just started today.

Actions recorded for Old Business: Megan Kosaka motioned to keep Agenda Item IV.c on the agenda for next month for further discussion.
Megan Kosaka motioned herself as Chairperson and motioned David Litman as Vice-Chairperson. Anu Getgen seconded both motions.
V. Reports
a. Maui Family Guidance Center 
Presenter: Robin Lee 
Report topic: Update on Family Guidance Center Activities
Expanded Crisis Support discussed in Agenda Item IV.c above.
PACT (Parents and Children Together), a Hale Kipa subcontract, continues to perform well on Maui, Molokai, and Lanai, with approximately six referrals received over the past two months..
The Residential Stabilization Program (RSP) remains on hold. The Deputy Director is now working with the County to address building requirements.
Under the WAʻA (Workforce Activities in Action) federal grant, the pilot site is partnering with Pili Ohana and Project Venture to increase youth participation and access to services. Activities are expected to begin next month.
SafeTALK training is being planned for the coming months. Recommendations are being sought for venues on Lanai and Molokai; the training will be open to the public.
The annual Summer Con conference will be held next Friday on Oahu and is attended by the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Division and numerous providers.
David Litman commented Expanded Crisis Support program was used, and it worked out very well.
b. Maui Community Mental Health Center Branch 
Presenter: Mary Akimo-Luuwai 
Report topic: Update on Community Mental Health Center Branch Activities
Clinical Psychologist Erin Yokote joined the team last month as the new Clinical Psychologist. She is supporting Eligibility Determination activities and conducting screenings for the Adult Mental Health Division. She has also become an integral member of the Clinical Team, providing direct client care and treatment within the clinic. In addition, she has begun offering telehealth appointments to clients in Molokai’s rural communities, with plans to expand services to Lanai.
Molokai HSP IV Position: The HSP IV position on Molokai has been filled by Brent Nakihei. He brings significant experience in the Judiciary and substance use services. He is currently completing his training and orientation.
Case Management Vacancies: Two case management positions remain vacant on Maui and Lanai. In the interim, a Maui-based case manager travels to Lanai three days each month. 
CCBHC Leadership and Grant Activities: Dr. Kawamura is no longer assigned to the clinic and has assumed the Medical Director position at the Maui Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic (CCBHC). The Kahului and Lahaina branches are working with the Department of Health and the Department of Human Services/Medicaid on the CCBHC Behavioral Health Demonstration Grant, which Dr. Kawamura will help lead.
CCBHC Demonstration Grant: Dr. Kawamura provided additional information and clarification regarding the CCBHC Behavioral Health Demonstration Grant, including its implementation and anticipated impact on behavioral health services..
c. State Council on Mental Health 
Report topic: Update to the State Council on Mental Health Activities. The Council representative seat is vacant. No report.
VI. Announcements
Aloha House new Medical Director as of July 1, 2026, Dr. Chad Koyanagi.
A newly organized therapist meet-up group meets once a month on Saturdays, 3:00-5;00pm, at the Parlay Restaurant in Wailuku
VII. Agenda Items for Future Discussion
M. Kosaka motioned to put New Business on the agenda.
Recommendation/action: David Litman seconded, all in favor.
VIII. Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at

Meeting Minutes Recorder: Adeline Nikaido
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